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. to the READER. 


we HE following Letter, exce 2 a * Alte- 
x rations 7 J have made in it ſince, was 
ES written according to'its Date, L ſhould have 
publiſhed it much 3 had I not hoped that the 
ner, and 550 of my Preaching would, by the 
5 GOD, | ee” Tendred it needleſs.---- 
Pac beg: 2 ie apa hom Carter to give 
cd and ſome Part of my 
it my Duty to publiſh the 
Letter, not. douhting but. that the Rev. Dr. CHauxcy- 
will receive it in i. 50. in che are ritt in which 
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0 bent: on b Gepe Mihiſters in — to avoid giving 
ew DE 4 ny juſt Offence to Jew or Gentile, -or the Church of 

828 God. And if any Occaſion of Offence has been given, 
either by their Conduct, Converſation or Writings, all 


re moved, eſpecially if they are under Apptehenſiong'of being called by 
a ſpeedy Diſſolution before the great Shepherd and Biſhop of 8 
This, Reverend Sir, I take to be my Calſe.---By a Book which y 

have lately put out, Intitled Seaſonable Thoughts on the State of Reti- 


Zion in New-England, I find fome Part of my Conduct, and ſome 


Paſſages in my printed Performances, have given you in particular ſuch 
a Diſguſt, as to be looked upon as the Cauſe in a great Degree, 
of ſeveral of thoſe Diſorders, which you ſay have overſpread the Chur- 
ches ſince my laſt Departure from America. Such a Charge or Inſinu- 
ation, as Net. England is peculiarly dear to me, and there is nothing I 


wiſh for more on Earth, than the Proſperity of all her Miniſters and 


Churches, cannot but give me ſome ſenſible Pain. · And as I kno not 
how foon I may relapſe again into my late dangerous Diforder, I am 
willing to improve my preſent Reſpite from Fain, and little Retire- 
ment from more publick Labours, in ſittiug down to give you all the 
Satisfaction I can concerning thoſe Paſſages in your Book which relate 
to me, ſo that if Idie, Survivors may ſee, I was not altogether unwil- 
ling to own my Faults, or if 1 five, the Jealouſies and Fears which 
have been rais'd in the Minds both of my Friends and Enemies, as far 
as in me lies, may be allayed and removed. And I am the more en- 
Sir, in a Letter to you, beeauſe at the 


1 


Fn Concluſion: 


poſſible Care ought to be taken to have ſuch Offences. 
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Concluſion of your Preface, you are pleas'd to "yy 15 © Nor ſhall Le- 
* gard the little Squibbs that may be thrown at me by thoſe who think 


the Cauſe of Truth will be better ſerved by railing, than arguing. 


« | ſhall not miſpend my Time to take Notice of what may be ſaid by 


s ſuch; but if any will be at the Pains to give what I have offered 
the Publick a fair and Chtiſtian Examination, I ſhall think my ſelf 


obliged to make them ſome ſuitable Acknowledgement.” As for 
Railing, at preſent I find not the leaſt Inclination to it. That com- 
paſſionate Redeemer who has lately made my Bed in my Sickneſs, and 
given me (I would ſpeak it with Humility) ſome near Views of the 
heavenly World, I truſt has fo far calm'd my Spirit as to make me 
willing to waſh my EnemiesFeet, much more to give a peaceable and 
quiet Anſwer to thoſe who profeſs themſelves his and his Church's 
Friends.---And therefore thro* the Aſſiſtance of the bleſſed Spirit, I will 
write to you, Reverend Sir, in the ſame Manner as I would converſe 
with you, was you at my Bed-Side, or to fee me giving up the Ghoſt 
as ſoon as our Converſation was ended. 


If you pleaſe Reverend Sir, I will begin ſa you heap: 3 with 
me, viz. Page 36th, where being about to ſpeak of the bad Things 
attending this Work, you fay, ** I ſhall frft mention IT INERANT 
PREACHING This ſay you had it's Rie( at leaſt in theſe Parts) from 


„Mr. Whitefield ; though I could never ſee, I own, upon what War- 
rant, either from Scripture or Reaſon, He went about preaching 


& from one Province and Pariſh to another, where the Goſpel was 
& already preached, and by Perſons as well qualified for the 


* Work, as He can pretend to be. I charitably hope, his Deſign herein 


« was good : But might it not be leavened with ſome undeſirable Mix- 


% ture ? Might he not, at firſt, take up this Practice from a miſtaken 


„Thought of ſome. extraordinary Miſſion from God? Or, from the 


** undue Influence of too high an Opinion of his own Gifts andGraces ? 
And when he had got into this Way, might he not be too much 


. © encouraged to go on in it, from the popular Applauſes every where 


LAY 


4 


ſo liberally heaped on Him” ? All this, Reverend Sir, might 
oſſibly have been true concerning me.---But have you not prejudged 


me? Did I not at the latter End of the Account of God's Dealings 


with me already publiſhed, promiſe, as ſoon as I had Time and F N 


to relate how I was led out into my preſent Way of acting? And 


ik ſhould you not vr waited for this, and then from the Account itſelf 


wave 
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inferred what might be the Motives that induced me to commence and 


2 1 


continue an Itinerant Preacher? Such an Account I have begun, and 


whenever God ſhall give me Strength and Leiſure, will finiſh and print 
it. In the mean time, Reverend Sir, I would humbly inquire, 
whether we muſt leave off acting for God, till we feel that our Actions 
are not leaven d with ſome undeſirable Mixture? I am perſwaded you 
are no Friend to that unſcriptural Doctrine of finleſs Perfection.— And 
yet if a Man be condemned becauſe what he ſays or does may be lea- 
vened with ſome undeſirable Mixture, what is this but requiring ſinleſs 
Perfection from him? Alas! I find ſome undefirableMixture in every 
Thing I do or ſpeak, I can ſay with the Apoſtle, © When I would 
do Good, Evil is preſent with me“; and with Biſhop Beveridge, 
6 I cannot pray but I ſin, I cannot preach but I fin z my Repenrance 
ce wants to be repented of, and my Tears to be waſh'd over again in 


the Blood of the dear Redeemer®”, And if every Thing I do muſt 


be condemned becauſe it may be leavened with ſome undeſirable 
Mixture, I believe every Action of mine (not to ſay your's and every 


Saint of God) muſt. be condemned, *till we ſhake off this corruptible _ 
and put on Incorruption. „ 


You alſo blame me, for coming ** where the Goſpel was already . 
ci preached, and by Perſons as well qualified for the Work as I can 
< pretend to be,” But did I come unaſk'd? Nay did not ſome of 
thoſe very Perſons who were as well qualified for the Work as T can pre- 
tend to be, ſend me Letters of Invitation? Yes aſſuredly they did, or 
otherwiſe in all probability I had never ſeen New- England.--- But 
without waiting for a further Account of God's Dealings with me, 
you think you have ſufficient Reaſon to ſuggeſt that I took up this Way 
of preaching from a miſtaken Thought of having ſome EXT RAORDI- 
NARY MISSION from God, or from the undue Influence of 00 big b an 


Opinion of my own Gifts and Graces &c. And therefore you further 


aſk (Page ibid) If he had not been under too ſtrong a Biaſs from 
* ſomething or other of this Nature, why ſo fond of preaching always 
„ himſelf, to the excluſion not of his Brethren only, but his Fathers, in 
Grace and Gifts and Learning, as well as Age? And why ſo often» 
<« tatious and aſſuming as to alarm many Towns, by proclaiming his 


* 


© Intentions in the publick Prints to preach ſuch a Day in ſuch a Pariſh, 


& the next Day in ſuch a one, and fo on, as he paſt through the Coun- 
try; and all this, without the Knowledge either of Paſtors or People 
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a in moft Places“, But what Foundation, Reverend Sir, arè thefe 


Queries built upon? Or how can it be proved that I was fo fond of 
reaching always my {elf to the excluſion not of my Brethren only, but 
my Fathers in Grace andGifts and Learning, as well as Age? I was 1 
think in all but three Lord's Days in Beſton---The firſt I heard the Rev. 
Dr. Colman in the Forenoon, notwithſtanding he aſk*d me to. preach 


after he was up in the Pulpit and had finiſhed the firſtPrayer.---I would 


alſo have been an Auditor in the Afternoon, had not your ReverendCol- 
league Mr. Foxcroft preſſed me to preach for him, which at hisRequeſt 
I complied with, tho* I was to preach immediately after in the Com- 
mon.---Part, of another Lord's Day I heard theReverend Dr. Scwall, and 
] preach'd another Lord's Day Morning and Afternoon, becauſe it was 
judged to be the moſt con venientSeaſon for collecting for the Georgia Or- 

hans- -- The Thurſday Lecture thro? repeated Sollicitations J preached, 
and partly to recommend it to the People, becauſe it was generally as my 
Brethren and Fathers informed me, but very poorly attended. --- The 
other Times were all Occaſional - and Extraordinary, at the.Deſife of 
the People and my Brethren and Fathers, who were fo far from think- 
ing I thereby excluded them, that they generally attended upon my 
Miniſtry, and as I have been inform'd found the People more ready 
to attend them after my Departure than before. For. whatever you 
may think my Opinion of the Boſton Miniſters was at that Time, 
yet Ialways recommended them, and inſtead of encouragipg People to 
ſeperate, conſtantly exhorted them (as I would do again) to attend 
upon their Miniſtrations.--- You are pleaſed to add further, Why fo. 
<« oſtentatious and aſſuming as. to alarm ſo many Towns, by proclaim- 
“ing his Intentions, in the public Prints, to preach ſuch a Day in ſuch 
If a Pari, the next Day in ſuch a one, and ſo on, as he paſt thro? the 
Country, and all this without the Knowledge, either of Paſtors or 
People in moſt Places” ? And may I not reply; And why is the 


Reverend Dr. Chauncy thus haſty in judging me, and laying to my 


Charge Things that I know not? That I gave Notice in the public k 
Prints of my Preaching in different Places at different Times, is true 
But that this proceeded from Oſtentation, is what the great Searcher of. 


Hearts can alone determine. As I was a Stranger, paſſing thro* the 


Coũntry, and ſo many either out of Curioſity or ſome other Principle, 
were deſirous to hear me, it was judged expedient by my Friends, to 
give People previous and publick Notice of my Intention to preach 


- among them; and to the beſt of my Knowledge every Advertiſe- 


ment 


T 
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ment of this Kind was pen'd by. the Direction of ſome one or more 
of my Brethren and Fathers, and as far as I know to the contrary, upon 
Application made to me or them by either the Miniſter or People, or 
both, belonging to every Place where I preached.--- Accordingly where- 
ever I came, in all outward. Appearance at leaſt, I was cordially received 
by Miniſters and People, and had I accepted all the; Invitations that 
were given, me.by Miniſters and BODE, Y might have continued in 
Neu- England many Months longer than I di EY. 


You go on further, Reverend Sir, and ſay Page 37th. © And what 
« became of his little Flock alli the while? ThisGentleman {if I don't 
4 miſtake) expreſſes a very contemptuous Thought of Noz-Re/idents 
« and Pluraliſis, when he makes that Remark, in one of his Journals, 
© The Towns thro' Connecticut, and the Province of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay - are well Peopled---Every five or ten Miles you have a Meeting- 
* Houſe, and I believe there is no ſuch Thing as a Pluraliſt or Non- 
© Refident Miniſter in both Provinces.” © And what is the mighty 
% Difference (ſo far as a particular Flock is concern'd in it's Paſtor's 
« Labours) between an {itinerant Preacher, abſent from his Charge 
« ſeven Eights of his Time, and a Non-Reſident Miniſter ? Or, be- 
«< tween a Pluraliſt, and one that acts as tho' all the Pariſhes in a 
“ Country, were his proper Cure. Part of theſe Queſtions I cannot 
think of anſwering better at this Time, than in the Words I had lately 
Occaſion to write upon a like Account, to a dignified Clergy man of the 
Church of England. I would obſerve to you further, that I wiſh 
* everyNon-reſidentMiniſter in Eng/and could give as good an Account 
* of their. Non-reſidence as I of my Abſence from Savanna.--- To. 
* ſatisfy you, Reverend Sir, I will acquaint you with the whole When 
I firſt went Abroad, I was appointed to be Minifter of Frederica---- 
But upon my arrival in Geargia, finding there was no Miniſter at 
© Savannah, and no Place of Worſhip at Frederica, by the Advice of 

« Magiſtrates and People, I continued at Savannab, teaching publickly, . 
and from Houſe to Houle, and catechiſing the Children Day by 

Day, during the whole Time of my firſt Continuance in Georgia; 
except about a Fortnight, in which I went to Frederica to viſit the 
_ © People, and to ſee about building a Church, for which 1 had given 
* fifty Pounds out of ſome Money I had collected, and of which I have 
given a public Account.--- In about four Months I came oyer to 
England to receive Prieſt's Orders, and collect Money for building an 
Orphan - Houſe. At the Requeſt of many, the Honourable Truſtees 
| f — pre ſente. 


— 


71 ö 


F 

os Las 
( 6 
o RA 


© preſented me to the Living of Savannab. -- accepted it, but re. 
fuſed the Stipend of Hy Pounds per Annum, which they generouſly 
| offered me. Neither did I pur them to any Expence during my 
Stay in England, where I thought it myDaty to abide ?rill F had col- 
[8 © Ieted a ſufficientSum, wherewith I might — the Orphan-Houſe, 
{it 1 fhould have left Eng/and ſooner, had I not been prevented by the 
Embargo. However, I was more eafy, becauſe the 'Honeurable 


it * Truſtees, I knew, had ſent over another Miniſter, who arrived ſoon 
| It after I left the Colony. Upon my ſecond Arrival at Georgia, find- 
it © ing the Care of the Orphan- Houſe and the Care of the' Pariſh, too 
ii great a Taſk for me, I immediately wrote over to the 'Honourable 
1 FTruſtees to provide another Miniſter. In the mean while, as moſt 
ll | © of my Pariſhioners were in Debt, or ready to leave the Colony for 
1 want of being employed, and as I believed erecting an Orphan-Houſe 


would be the 2% Thing I could do for them and their Poſterity, I 
thought it my Di Rin Time to Time, to anſwer the Invitations 
that were ſent me to preach. Chriſt Jeſus in ſeveral Parts of America, 
and to raiſe further Collections towards carrying on the Orphan- 
Houſe. The Lord ſtirred up many to be ready to diſtribute and 
willir.g to communicate on this Occaſion.--- I always came Home 
furniſhed with Proviſions and Money, moſt of which was expended 
among the People, and by fttiis Means the northern Part: of the 
Colony almoſt intirely ſubſiſted for a confiderable Tit e. This was 
aſſerted, not very Jong ago, before the Houſe of Con mons.--- And 
now, Sir, judge you whether my Non-reſidence, was any Thing like 
the Non-refidence of moſt of the Engl; Clergy ? When I was 
abſent from my Pariſhioners I was not lojtering or living at Eaſe, but 
preaching Chriſt Jeſus, and begging for them and theirs :-+- And, 
when I returned, it was not to fleece my Flock, and then £9. 40d 
ſpend it upon my Luſts, or lay it up for a Fortune for my ſelf and 
my Relations. No : freely as I had received, freely I gave : And 
| therefore when the Ear heard me, then it bleſſed me; and when the 
|" Eye ſaw me it gave Wiineſs to me. Becauſe I delivered the Poor that, 
78 © cried, and the Fatberleſs, and bim that had none to help bim. The 
"8 © Bleſſing of bim that was ready to periſh came upon me; and I cauſed, 
ll © he Widows Heart to ſing for Foy.” - But notwithſtanding ſuch 

like Profeſſions as theſe, wich I have frequently made, in the moſt 
publick Manner, you ſceny not to be ſatisfied ; nay conclude this, 
Paragraph thus : * And ſome are in the Opinion, it han't been toMr., 
| 9 „ 9 . S404 GFR SANT 4 
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«. IWhitefelt's Difadvantage;on ramporat Accotints;that he has travelied 


about the World in Quality of an 7inirant Preacher Ile has cer- 
** tainly made large Colluctions > And if, in the doing of this, he had 
*© a Fellow-feeling with the Orphans, tis no more than might be e. 
* pected. No one, believe beſides himſelf; cat tell the αν D 
** the Preſents he received in xhis Town as well as in the other Places - 
for his own proper Ve.“ This I think; Reverend Sir, is one of the 
moſt Ungentleman- like as well as uncharitable Things you are pleasꝰd 
to mention concerning me. You: ſpeak indeed in the Character of a 
third Perſon, that this is the Opinion of ome, but does not your Man- 
ner of writing ſnew, that tis your own Opinion alſo It is true, as 
you ſay, Reverend Sir, * baus certainly made large Collefions --- But 
then have I not given a publick and fair Account of the expending 
them? Can any Proof be given of my F#llew-feelinp, (I ſuppoſe you 
mean a Fellow-ſharing) with the Orphans d Is ſuch a Thing 0 more 
than might be expected? Surely Doctor Chaaney was not one of theſe 
Expectants; for then what can He think me to be better than a con- 
ſummate Villain? And had T my Accounts here and my kind Bene- 
factors would give me Leave, I could eaſily and freely acquaint you 
with what I received for my own private Uſe at Boflon ; as for other 
Places in New- England, 1 cannot recollect that I had any perſonal 
Preſents made me at all. However this I know, that it has not been 
much for my temporal Aduantage ibet ] baue travelled about the World 
in Quality of an Ttinerant Preacher--- for I might have had Preferment, 
and made what the World calls a Fortune, & ſet down & neſtled quietly: 
But for above theſe ten Years: I have and hope always ſhall profeſs a 
voluntary Poverty — If when J die it can be ſaid, that I owe no One 
any Thing but Love; it is all' 1 defire---And if I had been taken off 
by my late violent Diforder, my Will, and the Circumſtances wherein 
F ſhould have left my dear Loke- fellow, would have ſhewn yeu wait 
Fellow- feeling I have had with the Orphans. '' s 


The nextPaſſage L thinle proper to reply tozis inPage 126th; Where - 


in after having complained in the preceeding Paragraph of Perſous ex- 
preſſing their religious Joy by breaking out into Brarty loud Laughter, 
you expreſs your ſelf thus-— This of Laughing, ſo far as T ami"ac- 
& quaintedwith the Hiſtory of the Church, is a Method of expreſſing 
<< religious Foy, peculiar to the preſent Times; nor ean I think from 
« whence it ſhould take its Riſe, unleſs Mr, Hhirefield and „ 
1 BY 3 = - | . E 
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« The former of theſe Gentlemen was ſometimes obferved to ſpeak of 
© the Affairs of Salvation, with a Smile in hisCountenance.”'-— And can 
it juſtly, Reverend Sir, be deemed a Fault in any Preacher when talking 
out of the Abundance of his Heart, of the Lovelineſs of the ever 
luvely- Jeſus, the Joys of Heaven, and the Comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to expreſs, and give an Indication of his inward Joy, by a Smile 

| in his Countenance? Is there any Thing inconſiſtent in ſuch a Conduct 
* ' with the greateſt Reverence and moſt awful Senſe of the divine Pre- 
i" ſence ? | Are we not told in that inſpired Hiſtpry of the Church, Cen. 
i 17th Ver. 1th. That Abrabam after he had received agraciousMeſſage 
i from Heaven, fell apon bis Face, under a deep Senſe no Doubt of the 
1 divine Condeſcention, & at the ſame time laugbed? And can it juſtly 
if be inferred that the People in Ne- England could any Way learn to ex- 
{i preſs their religious Foy by a loud and beariy Laugh from my being 
ſometimes obferved at Boſton to ſpeak of the Affairs of Salvation, with 
a Smile in my Countenance ? - „% „ 


That Spirit of raſh cenſorious and uncharitable judging, which you 
& ſay, has been ſo prevalent in the Land, you are pleaſed to affirm, 
Page 140th, appear d firſt in Mr. White field“. What, Reverend 
1 Sir, did no raſh cenſorious and uncharitable judging appear in 
1 New England before I came into it? Sotry ſhould I be from my 
ill inmoſt Soul if I introduc'd it. But how, Dear Sir, do you 
il! make this out? To prove it, you proceed thus --= © Who 
# ** ſeldom preached, but he had ſomething or other to ſay againſt uncon- 
i | * weried Miniſters: And was there any Harm, Reverend Sir, in this? 
„ Are not unconverted Miniſters the Bane of the Chriſtian Church? Had 
fil not the Prophets in the old and Apoſtles in the new Teſtament, fre- 
quently ſomething to ſay agataft them? You proceed thus, 
And what he delivered, eſpecially, at ſome certain Times, had an 
lt. evident Tendency to fill the Minds of People with evil Surmifings 
| & againſt the Miniſters, as tho they were for the moſt Part, carnal, 
Wil <«. unregenerate., Wretches. He often ſpake of them in the Lump, as 
| V Phariſees, Enemies of Chriſt Jeſus, and the worſt Enemies he had.“ 
ll. That I ſpake of unconverted Miniſters in the Lump, as Phariſees, 
5 Enemies of Chriſt Jeſus, and the wart Enemies I had, I believe is true; 
but that I ſpake of the Miniſters of New England in this Way, I utterly 
deny. You carry on the Charge againſt me in the ſame Paragraph 
dbu * And as though he had not done enough in Preaching, 10 
e | | e 6c EE. 
* - > „ 
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4c beget in People an ill Opinion ef ithe Minh 
<< preach do not experimentally xn. Chriſt.“ Tfis Reflect ion he im- 


moediately levels againſt the Minif8ers in ibis Lind: And its the 


more raſh and unchatitable, as he paſt through the Country in Prſt- 
Haſte, having neither Opportunity nor Advantage, to know the real 
Character of one tenth Part of the Miniſters he thus freely con- 


« demns.”” I confeſs, this was too unguarded -- For whether in Fact 


it was or is true or not, that moſt that preach in New+ England did not 


experimentally know Chriſt, yet I ovught'to have taken more Time 


before I deliver'd my Judgment. I thank you, Reverend dir, for point- 
ing out this Fault unto me. --- But that I had a Deſign either in 
_ preaching or writing to alienate People's Minds from their ſtanding 
Miniſters, I utterly difavow. --- My whole Defign in preaching was to 


ſhew the unſpeakable Danger of Perſons taking upon them to preach - 


Chrift to ethers, till they are acquainted with him themfelves, and in 
mylVritings to give an impartialAcconnt, as far as I was informed, how 
Affairs which concern the Kingdom of God ſtood in New- England. 


My Treatment of Arch-Hiſhop '77/ko:ſon 1 find likewiſe has given 
you great Offence.— And 1 acknowledge that I fpake of his Perſon in 


toe ftrong Terms, and too raſhly condemn'd his Sate when I ought - 


only to have cenſured his Do#7rine. -- This, Reverend Sir, I beſieve 


cannot be juſtified by any orthodox Divine.——Not becauſe *He does 


not in all Things agree with me,“ but becauſe, if we may judge by 
the conſtant Tenor of his Difcourſes, he does not agree with the Form 
of found Words delivered to us in the lively Oracles of God. -I appeal 
to any rightly informed Reader, whether the great Doctrines of Juſtifi- 
cation by Faith alone, the Imputation of Adam's Sin, imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs of Jefus Chrift &c. are not pleaded againſt in his Diſcourſes? 
And may I not venture to affirm, that if Arch - Bifhop iy wt Divi- 
nity be right, then the great Arch-Bifhops M ixgifi, b39:,Uſber,Buſhop 
Hall, Davenant, Mr. Willard, Stoddard, Hooker, Sbepard, Collon, Norton, 


nay many of the Articles of all the reformed Churches muſt be wrong; 
For they are diametrically oppoſite the one to the other. — Tour Rev. # 
Colleague in a Sermon printed ſoon after I teſt Boſten has wrote. excel- _ 


lently upon Evangelical Preaching, and therein ſingled out two Vit, 


courſes of the Arch Brſhop's, * which (to uſe his 'own Words) tho? 
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perhaps leſs cenſurable than many others of his Sermons, yet have 
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tioned the Faults and raſhneſs of me his unworthy Friend? 
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* a Variety of exceptionable Strokes in them“ And ſuppoſing it 
true that Dr. Edwards, and I thro* him, have been miſtaken in ſome 
particular Quotations from the Arch-Biſhop's Diſcourſes, do not all his 


Writings concur to prove that he was no evangelical Preacher ? And 
may I not venture further to inſinuate, that it is to be feared the Dif- 
courſes of Arch-Bifhop Tillotſon have been more inſtrumental of cor- 
rupting the Clergy of the preſent Generation, and propagating Ar- 
minianiſm among us, than any Book in England? And therefore tho 
I am ſorry that I have judged his State and Perſon,and not ſpoken ſuffi- 
ciently in Commendation of his great Candour and Moderation, yet I 
rejoyce in the Teſtimony I have born againſt his Doctrines, yea and 
will rejoyce. 3 „ | 

But what Reaſon was there, Reverend Sir, for your mentioning what 
Mr. Seward wrote concerning his Grace ? I think your Deſign was 


to ſhew the Spirit of raſh judging and cenſuring which was gone out 


into his Land; but you ſay Page 144th, © Let me add, as a further 
% Reprefentation of that menſtrous Spirit of cenſorious judging that has 
ee been let looſe upon the Yorld, a few of the Words of Mr. Seward.“ 

---Is not this ſhooting a little beſides, or rather beyond your intended 

Mark? Or why did you chooſe to go thus a little out of the Way 
& becauſe they are the Words of one of the deareſt and moſt intimate 
«* Friends Mr. Whitefield had“ Am I anſwerable for all my deareſt 
and moſt intimate Friends ſay or do? Or is it reaſonable that I ſhould 
Account for all they write when diſtant from me? And yet this was 
the Caſe between me and my honoured Friend William Seward, Eſq; 
who, notwithſtanding he might be worthy of Blame for ſome Parts of 
his Writings (and he that is not let him caſt the firſt Stone) yet he was 
an Iſraelite indeed, a Man rich in Faith and good Works, one whoſe 
Heart deviſed liberal Things, and did as much for the bleſſed Jeſus in 
the few Years he lived after his Converſion, as any private Chriſtian 
Gentleman of his Circumſtances that I have heard of : Indeed he 
was one of whom the World was not worthy. He has entred into 
his Reſt now above four Fears. And if you blame him, Reverend 
Sir, for cenſuring the Arch-Biſhop becauſe he was now dead, and ex- 
preſs yourſelf Page 146th, as ſurprized at it, would it not have been as 
well if you had let Mr. Seward's Aſhes ſlept alſo, and been content, as 
more immediately pertinent to the Deſign of your Book, to have men- 
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Was it not equally foreign, Reverend Sir, to your Purpoſe, to men- 


tion any Thing about Mr. Barber, who has been at the Orphan-Houſe 
ever ſince I left America, and conſequently could have no Hand in the 


late religious Diſorders of Næw- England. I have read over that Let - 
ter of his which you are pleaſed to extract Page 189, out of my Jour- 


nal, and after the matureſt Deliberation, cannot ſay it appears to me to 


contain any Thing that deſerves ſo hard a Name as DOWꝶN RIGHT 


GROSS IDOLATRY.---- The Words you judge fo exceptionabl= 
are theſe <* I am now waiting at thePoſt of your Door for Admiſſion.“ 
This indeed I think is too humble an Expreſſion, but I inſerted it in- 
nocently, not to exalt my ſelf, but to ſhew theHumility of the Writer. 
Mr. Barber goes on and writes, Tho' I am unworthy, my Lord is 
« worthy, in whoſe Name, I truſt, F come.“ This the Reverend Dr. 
Chauncy writes in large Characters, and ſays, He (viz. Mr. Barber) 
© makes Uſe of the great Saviour as a Medium of Approach to a frail 
« mortal Man.” But if this be gro/5 Idolatry, I have been guilty of 
it frequently in my late Sickneſs, when I have told my Friends, tho I 
was utterly unworthy of their Care, yet Jeſus Chriſt whoſe I am, and 
whom I deſire to ſerve, was worthy, and that he would take What 
was done unto me as done unto - himſelf. - I never ſheard a Beggar 
charged with Idolatry for aſking an Alms of a frail mortal Man in the 


Name and for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, And this is the only Light 
in which I ever did and even nowean conſider the Words inMr.B-;ber's_ 
Letter.-- If you judge otherwiſe, all I can ſay, Reverend Sir, is, that 
your Judgment is your own, and you are welcome in this and every 
other Paſſage in my Journals or Writings, to judge for your ſelf: --- 


Only I pray God to give you and me, and all the Miniſters of the 
everlaſting Goſpel, a right Judgment in all Things 


Whether or not you have formed a right and candid Judgment of 
the Paſſages you have been pleas'd to collect out of the Account of 
God's Dealings with me, I ſhall leave to your further Conſideration,-- 
They are introduced by you Page 178th thus,— © Another Thing, I 


& can't but think of dangerous Tendency, is, tbat Regard to Impulfes 


« and Impreſſions, which has prevailed among too many, their Apineſs 


to take the Motion of their own Minds for ſomething, divinely extra- | 


% ordinary, or to put thoſe Conftruftions upon common Occurrences 


* which there is no Ground for but in their own Imagination.” This 
ReverendSir,you would as it ſeems alſo father upon me :--For you go on 
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"and fay, * Mr.4/4i1eld had evidently a turn of Mind too much 
«. diſpoſing him this Way.“ - Nay you ſay, * this appears in him all 
6 alang from his being a Lad, according to the Account he has given 
the World of himſelf --- One f the rſt Thipgs he thought worthy 
of public Notice is, That his Mother was vs'd to ſay, even. when he 

* was an Infant, that ſhe e expected more Comfort from him than any 
other of her Children.“ And adds upon it, This with the Circum- 
© ſtance of my being vorn 5 in,an Inn has often been of Service to me, in 
exciting me to make good my Mother's Eupedtatious, and to follow 
the Example of my dear Saviqur who was born in a Manger 3 (or as 
it ſhould be, SOL in a Stable) belonging to an Inn.“ And what is 
there in this Paſſage, that looks like what you lay down as theGround- 
Work or Cauſe of it ? Is there any Hatm, or can it be juſtly termed 
laying 400 great a Streſs; to make à religious Improvement of what 
we hear our Parents . or the Cicumſtances our is FOR to 
| place us in t 


The, Account of God? 8 Dealings 0 me eat Reed Briſtol, ſeems alfo 
to have given yoauOffance :' Lou ſay, Page 179th. He obſerves when 
ut Briftel, tho in an unconveried State at that Time, © That God 
gave him great Foretaſtes of his Love, and filled him with ſuch um- 
; © ſpeakable Raptares in St. Foby's Church; that he was carried out Beyond 

© himſelf.” - But in the midſt of theſe Hluminations Che adds) 
* Somerhing ſecretly whiſpered, this would not laRt”.--- And is there 


any Thing, Reverend Sir, in this that may juſtly be ſtiled Chimerical - 


or Entby/iaftical ?-- As you have had to Jeal withSouls fo many Years, 
have you never found any Inſtances of Perſons that could tell you of 
many Strivings and Drawings aud Illuminations of the blefled Spirit 
that they could reflect upon after their Converſion, which the great 
+. God viſited them with before they were effectually called ? I have met 

with Abundance. And as for my ſaying in the midſt of theſe Vlumi- 
nalians, lomething ſecretly whiſpered, this would not laſt', I mean no 
more b it, than that I had a ſecret Suſpicion, that this would not 
hold : Which my pwn Experience fadly proved to be true ſoon after, 
The Account | (refer'd to in the fame Page) that I gave to my Siſter, 
when all other Doors were ſhut, thatGod would 

gather Way*.:. As likewiſe that Impreſſion. made upon me, that 1 


. | - ſhould preach.and. Pprint';; as likewiſe my Dream about going to the 


made me think they were of God. 
Doubtleſs, 


provide for me ſome 
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' Doybelefs Reverend Sir, there are ſuch Things 'as ſome Impreſſions 
coming fromGod,as well as others from theDevil. 1 would never judge 
of them, but as they agree with the written Word, and are explained by 
ſuotequentProvidences.--- I would like Mary lay up all ſuch Things in 
my Heart, and wait upon God to ſee by the Dealings of his Providence 

and Grace, whether they come from him or not. 


Fou are likewife pleaſed to blame me for what I have faid about 
being led by the Spirit of God into the Knowledge of divine Things, 
and being guided even in ihe minuteſt Circumſtances when reading the 
holy Scriptutes : But could I have ſpoken more honourably of the - 
written Word, or given a better Proof of making it my ſtandingRule ? . 
What better Medium can we make Uſe of to get divine Knowledge, | 
than the lively Oracles? Or who can lead us into this Knowledge, 
but the Holy Spirit? And if a Sparrow does not fall to the Ground 
without the Knowledge of our heavenly Father; and if the very Hairs 
of our Head are all numbred, and the greateſt Events are generally 
brought about by a Series of ſeemingly the minuteft Circumſtances, why 
is not God to be. conſulted in them; and where is the Enthuſi- 
aſm of expecting that by Prayer and conſidering- his Word, and con- AS 
ſulting his. Providences, we ſhall know the Way wherein he would have - ud 


us to go? =» 
But there is one. Paſſage in my Life, which you reckon not only more 
ſurprizing. than the other before mentioned, but alſo very ſinful, Ihe 
Paſſage is this; Page, 179th. © One Day perceiving an uncom on 
Drought, and a noiſome Clammineſs in my Mouth, and uſing Things 
to allay my Thirſt, but in vain ; it was ſuggeſted to me, that hen 
Jeſus Chriſt cried out, I thirſt, hisSufferings were near over. Hen 
this, I threw, my. ſelf upon the Bed, cried out, I thirſt, L thirſt. Saon . 
after I perceived my Load to go off; a Spirit of Mourringgwas 
taken from me, and I knew what it was truly to rejoyce in tach. 
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i 5 was not put my ſelf. upon a Level with Jeſus Chriſt,-- But 12 1 
{5 ic thoſe Words 1 thirſt, TI thirſt, my Soul was in anAgony, I thirſted 
for God's Salvation, and a Senſe of the divine Love. --- I thirſted for 
a clear Diſcovery of my Pardon through Jeſus Chriſt, and the Seal of 
mte Spirit.-- I was at the ſame Time enabled to look. up to and act f 
LE» Faith upon the glorious Lord Jeſus as dying for Sinners, and felt the * 
bleſſed Effects of it, as mentioned in my Life; and for which I cruſt 
1 ſhall Praiſe the Father of Mercies and God of all Conſolations thro”. 


ne endleſs Ages of Eternity. 
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21 know but of one Thing more that you are = to lay. to my 
Cha ge; vi my talking ſo freely about unconvertedMiniſters. . My ſet- 
thedSentiments concerning them are theſe,---That they are ſeldom made 
Uſe of to convert others 1 verily believe: But if I have any where 
lie what may be conſtrued to imply, that it is 7mpoſſible that unconv 
ed Miniſters ſhould be Inſtrumental i in converting others, or that their 
1. - Adminiſtrations in the viſible Church e ara it was not wehe 

. 5 +xi6n, L would revoke i 1 ad; ils 1Geoowd 
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1 26 | 5 5 And pow, Reverend Sir, Ghat ſhall I ſay mote? ' You * by my 
1 * Wrixing the preſent Frame of my Soul. --- I hope you will diſcover _ 
ninothing in it unbecoming a ſick Man. -I write this under the immedi- 
] — eateViewsof a happy Eternity, and rejoyce in the Proſpect of thatDay, 
1 * vyrherein 1 Hall appear before a compaſſionate. Judge, who will cover 
aul my Infirmities with the Mantle of, his cverlaſting Righteouſneſs,and - 
8 racipuſly” accept my poor and weak Efforts to promote his King- 
dom 120 beg, Reverend Sir, an Intereſt in your Prayers, that I may 
'E 5 7 e God whether by Life or Death ; and praying that you may be 
e do preach the Truth as it is in Jeſus, turn many to . 
2 . on. Right gels, and ſhine in the Kingdom of Heaven as the Stars © 
ET a a a pw; ever and ever, 1 ſabſeribe my elf, reren and IP 
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